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O SUSTNNABLE D&eloprnent
Gold Coastpresident Chris Kogler
has joined the Sun as a columnist
pmviding insightinto the future
dinection of our city.

-|. he Gold Coast must be built on its

I economic diversity for it is no
I longerjust a tourist destination.
At a receirtbusiness senrinar for' Sustainable Dgvelopment Gold Coast,

speaken GeofrCoghlin and Professor
Stuart McAuliffe both.shessed this
poinl

Our tourism sector perforr9ed
remar{<ably overthe past 12 mont}s -
up 5 per cent on lasi year.

Dspite this higher-than-expected
reiult thdjobless rate reached 8.1 per
cent - double the peak of the GFCand
almost double the currentnational
average.

It reinforces the opinion that our
city nolonger relies on tourisrn

We should see o*€ttsbinalititY
and future tied to tfueigrowth of our
economic diversity.

This is particularly the case when
thepundits predict a high Aussie
dollar to remain up for much longer. '

The heal& sector isnow our biggest
employer, replacing retail and (ourism.

Education is growing, represdnting
an overall growth ofpublic sectorJobs
to about 30 per cent

It helps to explain why we were hit
so hard by the GFC and yet are better
offthan Caims and the Sushine
Coasl ,1,

Parallel with all this is th demise of
the construction industry &at has
employed so many for so$rrg, It has
beenwrongly linkedto tourism for
rnany years and the above statistics
.demonstate why.

The seminar convinced us that
growth is tied to our living
environmenfs attraction and to how
competitive our city must be to athact
business inv-estnent

Askyounelf 'whyam I living
here?" and itwill be determinedby
both factors.

Which is moreimportant? Nextask
'\uould I still be here without ajob?"

Perhapr tlnt's why our
unemplqlmant is so higb '
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