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What were
they thinking
in city hall?

TOTAL shock is the
only possible reaction
to the news that from
Monday our city coun-
cil was suddenly only
going to deal with regis-

tered lobbyists.
On the face, of it the decision is

incomprehensible and raises fundamen-
tal questions about the way our council
goes about its business.

First news of this fundamental
change came from a "critical alert"
from the Urban Development Institute
of Australia, dated yesterday, saying the
GCCC "will not be accepting contact
from consultants not registered as a
lobbyist in relation to development
applications".

The alert pointed out that planners,
engineers, landscape architects, sur-
veyors, ecologists - to nam€ but a few
involved in maintaining the lifeblood of
this city - would no longer be able to
deal directly with council.

The alert said council bureaucrats
had even circulated a memo banning
council staff from speaking to these
professionals if they did not possess a
lobbyist registration number.

The chaos this intemperate and pre-
cipitous decision would have created on
Monday morning had the Bulletin not
pointed out to council the madness in
its method is hard to gauge.

Following urgent inquiries from the
Bulletin, the couneil issued an alert of
its own yesterday saying that it would
not be followirrgffftffi rules.

- lt also l:$:lyg*d seek clarification
from the IntElifiiCommission on who
needs to be registered as a lobbyist.

If it was.,nst so serious, this Keystone
Kops approach to local govemment
would be funny. .,

Bringing a corp! of lobbyists into'
Iocal government adds yet another
bottleneck in council decision-making
and adds another Jayer of red tape
insulating the council ftom the com-
munity it purports to s'erve.

The first of many ciucial questions
the issue begs is: why didn't council
itself bother to inform its community of
this decision in the first place?

\,Vhy has no other council made such
a decision? Did the fact that this move
would hamstring all development appli
cations in tlie crty escape the sleepy
nest ofbureaucrats that infest city hall?

Or was the decision simply regarded
as unimportant?
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